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Shannon Diodene – Pr inc ipa l  
Jenni fer  Gonzales ,  Mat thew Chauvin—Ass is tant  Pr inc ipa ls  September 2023 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

    The school year is off to a great start and seems to be flying by!  It is evident that our Norco Elementary School Eagles 
are working hard to start this school year soaring high!  At school, our students have begun to internalize the school days 
routines and procedures; as well as, our School Wide Expectations to SOAR.  These expectations can be observed daily 
as you walk through our halls and visit our classrooms.  The school-wide expectations challenge our students to continu-
ously SOAR to new heights.  
 
S- Safety (Safety first) 
O- Ownership (accept ownership of your actions)  
A- Acceptance (Show acceptance of those around you) 
R- Respect (Respect yourself, your peers and adults, and your materials and supplies) 
 
     Please discuss our school-wide expectations with your child and how each applies to both their school and home set-
tings.  A child’s elementary school is paramount in providing the foundation for academic and social development.  During 
this time, we want to make sure that all of our students are provided with the tools to be successful, the paths in which to 
take, and the support needed to accomplish all goals.  As a result, we have developed our mission and vision statement 
to reflect our goals.  Our mission is to create a safe, loving environment in which there are high levels of learning.  The 
vision at NES is to ensure a culture and climate where all students SOAR to reach Mastery of life-long skills. 
 
     Our faculty has been working hard to provide our students with not only high quality academic experiences but also 
opportunities for our students to have an overall positive school experience where they love coming to school.  Many of 
our students have enjoyed having visitors at lunch and we are looking forward to our 4th and 5th grade visitors at the 
Breakfast with a Buddy event on Friday, September 8.   Our Eagles have shown excitement as our School Resource Of-
ficer, Deputy Gonzalez, and many visiting police officers walk our hallways creating a safe environment for our students.  
We are doing our best to highlight daily events at Norco Elementary School on our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pag-
es.  Please follow us at @SCPPS_NES to see many of the great activities occurring at NES.  
Finally, parental involvement is critical for the success of each student at Norco Elementary School. We invite you to enjoy 
our school functions throughout the year, which represent the hard work and dedication of our students and faculty mem-
bers.  Please consider joining our Parent Teacher Organization and attending our first PTO meeting on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19 at 6:00 pm.  If you have a concern, which may affect your child’s success, or if you have a question,  
please communicate with your child's teacher, counselor or any administrator.   
 
     We are extremely proud of our school and look forward to our continuous partnership with our parents, students, and 
community.   
 
Thank you for your constant support!   
 
Shannon Diodene, Principal 
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Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 
10 days.  ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 absences will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuat-
ing circumstances may apply as well as excused absences for COVID-19 related absences.  For more information, 
please refer to the 2023-2024 Student Code of Conduct District Handbook. 

 
@norcoelementaryschool  
 
 

 @norcoelementaryschool 
 
   
 
@SCPPS_NES 

4 Labor Day Holiday/No School 

8 Early Release (students dismissed at 12:45 pm) 

Breakfast with a Buddy- 4th and 5th grade 

11-
15 

1st Quarter Progress Reports going home this 
week 

13 School Pictures 

19 PTO Meeting (6:00) 

21 Box Top Dress Down Day 

4 Student of the Month Breakfast--
September 

10 End of 1st Quarter 

11 2nd Quarter Begins 

13 Early Dismissal  (12:45) 

16-17 Fall Break/Weather Make-Up Days 

19 Box Top Dress Down Day 

20 Grandparent’s Day 

23 Quarter 1 Report Cards sent home 
with students 

25 1st Quarter Eagles Excellence Awards 

26-27 Parent/Teacher Conferences  

Early Dismissal (12:45) 

31 Trunk or Treat (students may wear  
Halloween costumes or shirts- no 
masks and must be school 
appropriate) 

AHERA Management Plan 
      Notice: In 1986 all asbestos materials were identified in all school 
buildings.  A management plan was developed for each school as per 
the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA).  The man-
agement plan is located in a binder in the main office of each 
school.  The binders are available for review upon request. 
      Since the plan was developed, most of the asbestos has been re-
moved.  In a few buildings, some floor tile still remains that  contains 
asbestos.  All of the schools meet the health requirements that pertain 
to the regulation.  If you have any questions  
concerning this topic, please contact  Kevin Barney,  
Director of Physical Plant Maintenance at  
985-331-3600 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Parents/Guardians/Visitors 
Each time you enter the school, you will be asked to 
present a valid state-issued ID.   
Everyone needs to check in to the main office once 
you are on campus.  At Car Rider pickup you will be 
asked for a picture ID as well.  
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    We are off to a great start in third grade! It is essential that third graders listen carefully 
and follow directions to be successful in completing the tasks that are given each day. In 
ELA, students are learning about story elements. We have discussed characters, setting, 
problem, solution, and theme (lesson or moral). We have practiced using the R.A.P. 
strategy to answer questions in order to show full comprehension of what we’ve read. In 
this strategy, it is crucial to use the text to cite text evidence when responding to a ques-
tion. Our unit Cajun Folktales focuses on the elements of a folktale. Ask your child what 
elements they remember from their favorite folktale! We have enjoyed reading about 
trickster characters who are always trying to teach us a lesson!  

     In science, our focus for module 1 
is weather and climate. The classes have been analyzing weather 
data and graphs to look for seasonal patterns. Later in the mod-
ule third grade will examine types of severe weather and the haz-
ards associated with them. 

     Mathematicians are continuing module 1 with the last two 
topics - interpreting two types of division and application of mul-
tiplication and division concepts. Please continue to review skip
-counting by 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10 and/or using flashcards to pro-
mote fluency. When Chromebooks come home, students can 
access Zearn and the Math Google classwork tab to practice 
skills. 

Hooray for Pre-K! Our first month was a great success! Our classes have done a 
great job of adjusting to our daily routine. We continue to review classroom ex-
pectations and procedures. Students have been learning about their school and 
the people who work there.  
 
 
Robert Fulghum, author of the book, All I Really Need To Know I Learned in Kin-
dergarten, created a list  we can all use in our daily lives beginning with preschool 
children.  The list is basic and it follows the Golden Rule, “Do Unto Others As You 

Would Have Them Do Unto You.”  Take the time to read the abbreviated list below to your child 
daily and talk about how it applies to school. 
 
“Share everything.  Play fair.  Don’t hit people.  Put things back where you found them.  Clean up 
your own mess.  Don’t take things that aren’t yours.  Say you’re sorry when you hurt some-
body.  Wash your hands before you eat.  Flush.” 

This list continues, but this is a great starting point!  
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     The Norco Elementary School Mental Health Professional Team would like to welcome everyone back for the 
2023-2024 school year! We know that the beginning of the school year can be an exciting and anxious time for both 
students and parents/guardians. Our counseling department is here to support your children with their social-
emotional wellness as well as their academic success. Please know that we are here to help with any problems or 
concerns that may arise this school year. Please see below for contact information. We have added a couple new 
members to our team. 

3rd-5th School Counselor: Stacey Noel, LPC, NCC – snoel@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 

K-2nd Sub School Counselor: Nancy Mangold, M.Ed. - nmangold@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 

K-2nd School Counselor: Jennie Hermann, LPC, NCSC, NCC – returning in Oct. from maternity leave  

 

Mental Health Professional: Erin Robert, LMSW - erobert@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 

School Counselor Graduate Level Intern: Lindsay Pfister – lindsay.pfister@selu.edu  

A special thank you to 
Guarantee Restoration 
Services for  donating 
school supplies to NES!  
We appreciate this  
company helping our  
students soar high.  

Our 4th graders starting the 
school year with a “Book 
Tasting” in the library!  

Our 2nd grade 
students enjoying 
our new  
playground  
equipment!  
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Norco Elementary Family Center                                      
Together We Can Make a  
Difference 
 
Annie Francioni: afrancioni@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Phone: (985) 764-8933 
Hours: 8:30am – 3:00pm  Wednesday-Friday 

Welcome back to a new year of fun and learning in the Title 1 Family Center!  At the Fami-
ly Center, families are invited to join other parents and children for activities, information 
and resources.  All programs and activities are free.  Highlights of the Family Center in-
clude weekly playgroups for children not enrolled in school, educational resources, work-
shops, volunteer days, and much more.  We hope you are able to join us throughout the 
year so that we can be of service to you and your family.   
Playgroups will meet every Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Family Center beginning on 
September 6th.  The Family Center provides many resources that can be checked out to 
help your child learn. So please do not hesitate to come visit Wednesdays through Fridays 
between the hours of 8:30 and 3:00. I will be very happy to help you.  You can also con-
tact Annie Francioni at 985-764-8933.  
We are looking forward to seeing you!!!!  

Bienvenidos de regreso a un nuevo año de diversión y aprendizaje en el Centro Famil-
iar    Titulo 1. En el Centro Familiar, las familias están invitadas a unirse con otros padres 
e hijos en actividades, información y recursos. Todos los programas y actividades son 
gratis. En el Centro Familiar se incluye grupos de juego semanales para niños que toda-
via no van a la escuela, recursos educacionales, cursos de aprendizaje para adultos, 
días voluntarios, y mucho mas. Esperamos que ustedes puedan compartir con nosotros 
durante el año o que podamos ser de servicio a usted y su familia.  
Los grupos de juego se reunirán cada miercoles a las 10:00 a.m. en el Centro Familiar 
empezando el 18 de septiembre. El Centro Familiar también brinda muchos recursos 
que se pueden prestar para que usted pueda ayudar en el aprendizaje de sus hijos. 
Por favor no dejen de venir a visitarnos dentro las horas de 8:30 and 3:00 los miercoles y 
viernes. Estaremos felices en ayudar. Nos puede contactar a Mrs. Annie Francioni al 
número 985-764-8933. 
Anticipamos verlos en el centro! 
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